
30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
Over the past few weeks we’ve heard stories of what people WANT from Jesus.  The rich man 
WANTING to know what else he must do to get to heaven.  The Apostles James and John 
WANTING to have places of honor when Jesus is crowned ruler of all.  And today, the blind man, 
Bartimaeus, WANTS to see.   
 
In the eyes of the Jewish community the rich man is seen as one favored by God who has 
bestowed upon him the grace to build wealth.  He’s a GOOD man and Jesus loves him for the life 
he follows.   
 
The Apostles James and John, hearing what Jesus told the rich man, figured they had already 
given up all they had, jobs, family, and have been following Jesus throughout the country.  
Surely, they are on the right path, but don’t yet know the final outcome. 
 
And now, Bartimaeus.  Because he is blind, in the Jewish mindset, he or his father must have 
sinned gravely against God to be cursed with such an affliction.  A beggar, he has nothing of 
value in this world except for his cloak, his ONE possession that gives him shelter from the cold 
and rain.  When he is called by Jesus, he casts aside his only possession and comes to Jesus, 
tells him what he wants, and then FOLLOWS Jesus, leaving everything behind. 
 
Think about this – we ALL have wants.  Some wants may be within our grasp, while most wants 
might be just fleeting desires, beyond our reach or unrealistic.  Yet, our wants are secondary to 
our NEEDS.  Our NEEDS are always realistic – food, shelter, drink, companionship.  Once our 
NEEDS are satisfied, we can have the leisure of thinking about wants. 
God has wants.  Not needs, just wants.  He wanted His chosen people to follow His degrees.  He 
wanted His chosen people who were scattered amongst the various nations to gather again in 
the promised land, and sent them prophets and leaders to make this happen.  He wants us, you 
and me, to turn our lives back towards Him, to pay closer attention to the words of light, His Son, 
and move out of the darkness, the blindness that affects our world today. 
 
We have 5-senses and each of them sends signals to the brain which deciphers if what is sensed 
is good or bad, pleasing or dangerous, and we react accordingly.  Bartimaeus reacted when he 
HEARD that Jesus of Nazareth was near.  The Apostles reacted when they HEARD Jesus ask 
them to follow him.  The rich man reacted when he HEARD what else he needed to do to attain 
heaven; dejected, but maybe also contemplative.   
 
We hear with our ears, but we react by our mind and heart.  Bartimaeus could hear, and he 
heard that goodness was near.  Now he wanted to see what goodness looked like, and by his 
faith he saw GOD, and he followed the light. 
 
We are a discerning race. We discern everything we hear and see, touch and taste, smell, and 
decide if we like it or not.  God doesn’t TELL us to love Him, He INVITES us to love Him.  He 
wants us to open our senses to the world about us to see His grandeur, and in it His love.   
 
In a world filled with distractions, maybe our prayer should be that of Bartimaeus, “Master, I 
want to see.”.   


